
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5784

As of April 20, 2011

Title:  An act relating to advancing the regional ocean partnership.

Brief Description:  Advancing the regional ocean partnership.

Sponsors:  Senators Litzow, Ranker, Swecker, Hobbs, Fain, Hill, Pridemore, Nelson, 
Rockefeller, Regala, Shin and Kline.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Natural Resources & Marine Waters:  2/16/11.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES & MARINE WATERS

Staff:  Curt Gavigan (786-7437)

Background:  West Coast Governors' Agreement on Ocean Health (WCGA). On September 
18, 2006, the Governors of California, Oregon, and Washington entered into the WCGA.  
The WCGA cites a need to improve coordination among coastal governing bodies, and states 
a desire to advance the following goals:

� clean coastal waters and beaches;
� promote effective ecosystem based management;
� reduce impacts of offshore development;
� increase ocean awareness and literacy among the region's citizens;
� expand ocean and coastal scientific information, research, and monitoring; and
� encourage sustainable economic development of coastal communities.

Marine Management Planning in Washington. In the 2010 session, the Legislature created an 
interagency team (team) and directed the team to:

� recommend a framework for integrating marine spatial planning into the state's 
management planning efforts by December 15, 2010; and

� coordinate development of a comprehensive marine management plan for the state's 
marine waters, when non-state funds are available.  

Summary of Bill:  Makes a Series of Findings and Statements Regarding Ocean and Coastal 
Resource Management. The Legislature:
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This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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finds that Washington, Oregon, and California have a common interest in marine 
waters management, and that coordination between these states is essential to achieve 
effective resource management;
recognizes the West Coast Governor's Agreement on Ocean Health as an important 
step towards such coordination; and
cites the potential for federal resources and policy gains resulting from coordination, 
and calls for continued coordination efforts through the West Coast Governor's 
Agreement and the Legislatures.

Creates a Process for the Establishment of the Washington State Ocean and Coastal 
Resources Foundation. A process for the establishment of the Washington State Ocean and 
Coastal Resources Foundation is created.  The nonprofit foundation solicits contributions for 
the benefit of ocean and coastal resources, and funds related projects and management 
planning efforts.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 11, 2011.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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